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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE. SOLVED i To provide a substrate carrier 
system, a substrate 

procesBor and substrate carrier method with the system, 

capable of increasing 

the throughput and cutting dpwn the cost in the substrate 
processing, while 

sustaining the clean carrier atmosphere of the substrate. 

SOLUTION: A path- forming meiriber 52 which forms a path 
externally extending 

from an aperture part 14, is provided outside a carrier 
chamber 1 . A slit 

valve 53 is provided between the aperture part 14 and the 
path forming member 
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52. A purge gas feeding port 54 is provided in the carrier 

chamber i, while an ^ ^ u 

exhaust port 58 is provided on the front end of the 
path' forming member 52 . 

Further, in order to deliver a substrate to a delivery part 

2, the purge gas is . ^ , 

fed to the carrier ohaniber l, while opening the slit valve 

53 to be esdiausted 

from an eschaust port 58. At this time, the flow rate of 

the purge gas is . j 

controlled to positive-pressurize the inside of the carrier 

chatnber 1, so as to . 
excite the purge gas flow running outwards from the earrxer 
chamber i through 

the path inside the path-forming member 52. 
COPYRIGHT* (C)1998.JPO 
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